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Mechanisms and tools of Transitional  justice 
 

 

Judicial Trials 

Involves prosecuting individuals involved in human rights violations in national or international 

courts to achieve justice for victims. Examples include the Nuremberg Trials after World War II and 

the International Criminal Court (ICC). 

Truth and Reconciliation Commissions: 

Commissions are set up to investigate past violations and uncover the truth. These commissions 

provide a platform for victims to share their experiences and make recommendations for reparations 

and reconciliation. An example is the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa after the 

end of apartheid. 

 

Repartions Programs 

Reparations are provided to victims or their families, either financially or through other means, as 

recognition of the harm they suffered. This can include monetary compensation or access to 

healthcare and education services, such as the reparations for victims in Rwanda after the genocide. 

 

Institutional Reforms 

Security and judicial institutions, such as the police, military, and judiciary, are reformed to ensure 

that past violations are not repeated. An example is the reform of the police and judiciary in Iraq after 

the fall of Saddam Hussein’s regime. 

 

Conditional Amnesty 

Perpetrators may receive amnesty if they cooperate with truth commissions and acknowledge their 

crimes, encouraging them to reveal the truth and contribute to reconciliation. This was seen in South 

Africa as part of the transitional justice process. 

Collective Memory and Commemoration: 

Memorials, museums, or events are established to honor victims and preserve collective memory. 

These initiatives help prevent the recurrence of violations and foster a sense of justice, like the 

Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. 

 

Education and Curriculum Reform 

Incorporating the stories of victims and historical facts about past violations into school curricula 

raises collective awareness and builds a society that respects human rights. An example is the 

curriculum reforms in Germany after World War II, which included teaching about the Holocaust. 

 

Enhancing Community Participation 



 

 

It is crucial to involve local communities in transitional justice processes through community 

dialogues and participation in truth commissions, ensuring broad representation and effective 

participation of all groups. An example is the community dialogues in Sierra Leone after the civil war. 

 

Mechanisms and Tools of Environmental justice 
 

Environmental Legislation and Policies 

Enacting and implementing fair environmental laws and policies that protect the rights of all citizens, 

especially marginalized communities subjected to environmental discrimination. For example, laws 

that prohibit the establishment of polluting industries or facilities near low-income neighborhoods. 

 

Community Participation 

Empowering local communities to be involved in environmental decision-making processes that 

affect them. This can include forming community advisory committees comprising residents from 

impacted areas. 

 

Access to Environmental Information 

Ensuring transparency in accessing information related to pollution and environmental hazards, so 

communities can make informed decisions and advocate for their rights. Examples include national 

databases that provide information on pollution levels and air and water quality in different regions. 

Accountability and Enforcement Mechanisms: 

Creating mechanisms to hold accountable those who commit environmental violations, such as 

specialized environmental courts and fines. 

 

Capacity Building and Education: 

Promoting education and awareness about environmental rights, particularly among marginalized 

groups, to empower communities to defend their environmental rights. 

 

Independent Environmental Monitoring 

Developing independent monitoring systems to track environmental pollution and ensure compliance 

with environmental standards. 

 

Alliances and Networks 

Building alliances and networks among civil society organizations to work collaboratively toward 

achieving environmental justice at both local and international levels. This includes forming coalitions 

that bring together human rights and environmental organizations to advocate for affected 

communities. 
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Climate Justice 

 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
                 https://unfccc.int/   

 Green Climate Fund (GCF) 
 https://www.greenclimate.fund/    

 UNESCO - Climate Change Education for Sustainable Development 
 https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable- 
 development/cce  
 : Indigenous Peoples' Participation in Climate Action 
 https://www.un.org/development/desa/ 
 indigenouspeoples/climate-change.html 
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     Transitional Justice 
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 (UNDP) United Nations Development program  
                 https://www.undp.org             / 

 South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission  
             TRC 

 https://www.ushmm.org / 
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    Environmental Justice       
 United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) 

           https://www.unep.org  

 World Resources Institute (WRI) 
               https://www.wri.org/  

 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
              https://www.epa.gov               / 

  International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED) 
              https://www.iied.org               /                 

 World Bank - Environmental Education 
             https://www.worldbank.org/             

 Greenpeace 
            https://www.greenpeace.org/                      
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